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SEASIDE PARK BOROUGH COUNCIL 

The Work Session of the Borough Council of the Borough of Seaside Park was called to order at 7:00 p.m. on 
Thursday, August 10, 2017 in the Borough Council Meeting Room located at Sixth & Central Avenues, 
Seaside Park. Mayor Matthies presiding. Mayor Matthies asked all to stand for a moment of silence and led 
the Pledge of Allegiance remembering those who serve in the Armed Forces to protect our country.  

Statement of Compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act. 

"In accordance with the requirements of New Jersey's Open Public Meetings Act, public notice of this meeting was included in the 

required Annual Meeting Notice which was filed in the Office of the Seaside Park Borough Clerk; posted on the Bulletin Board 

located in the Municipal Building; and forwarded to the Asbury Park Press, the Star Ledger and to all persons requesting notice 

and providing self-addressed, postage-paid envelopes."  

 

Roll Call                                                 

          Absent:  

 Present:       None.  

 Robert Matthies, Mayor 

 Fritz McHugh, Council President 

 Michael Tierney      Also Attending: 

 Gail Coleman      Steven Zabarsky, Borough Attorney 

      Faith Liguori      Karen Barna, Borough Clerk 

 Ray Amabile        Robert Martucci, Borough Administrator 

 Matthew DeMichele       Chief of Police Larkin 

   

Councilman DeMichele introduced New York Life representative Donna Mason who explained a 
service called “NY Life Child ID” program. Ms. Mason is offering this service in conjunction with 
our weekly “kite night” or at any other time of our choosing. She explained children are 
photographed and fingerprinted with parental consent. Nothing is stored in a database and this is 
similar to the Prosecutor’s program. Council members felt this is a timely service and ‘kite night’ is 
a good place to hold it. Ms. Mason will provide her company’s insurance information.  
 
Mayor Matthies introduced Larry Morgan who is a consultant for Verizon Wireless. Mr. Morgan 
explained Verizon is in the process of upgrading its network by deploying small network nodes in 
order to operate in the public-right-of-way to existing and new poles and must receive permission 
from the municipality. Mr. Morgan explained due to the amount of volume during the height of 
tourist season, this improvement will be beneficial to our town. Mr. Zabarsky will review approval 
conditions and whether this request should go before the Planning Board.  
 
Council members were reminded to sign up for the November league conference.  
 
Council discussed enforcing the use of pop-up tents during beach hours as there have been a number 
of complaints this summer due to large tents near the shore line blocking the view of other beach 
goers and becoming a safety hazard. Ms. Coleman would like to see tents placed west of the garbage 
cans and closer to the dune line. Mr. DeMichele noted tents should be no larger than 10x10 feet and 
be at least 15 feet apart. He also felt that any ‘baby’ tents should not be larger than 36x36 inches. 
Mr. Zabarsky will draft an ordinance for council’s review. 
 
Council members reviewed the code for regulating on-street boat trailer parking. Chief Larkin noted 
the current ordinance describes any trailer and is not the spirit of the law. Council asked Mr. 
Zabarsky to research how many hours a trailer can sit on the street and to what length not to exceed.  
 
Council members discussed instituting seasonal parking permits during beach hours to alleviate 
congestion along side street residential parking. Ms. Coleman suggested permits be sold with next 
year’s beach badge. The recreation committee will continue to review for implementation in 2018. 
  
Chief Larkin reported the Ocean County Parade Committee is interested in holding their annual 
“Irish Festival” on our marina lawn on September 30th.  Council members felt it will benefit Seaside 
Park’s volunteer fire company, first aid squad, our local PBA and our local businesses. 
 
Ms. Barna reported Ocean County Election Board is currently reviewing local polling places for 
ADA compliance. The County has determined that Seaside Park’s polling place has a few issues to 
be 100% compliant and requested Ms. Barna follow through with Tri-Boro and Public Works. 
   
Council members discussed municipal handicap parking and whether a space in front of church can 
have a time limit designating church hours. Mr. Zabarsky will review and asked Chief Larkin to 
provide him with a list of approved spaces.  
 



Seaside Park Mayor and Council                                   Work Session Meeting, August 10, 2017 

 

2 
 

Chief Larkin reported curb aprons were installed along county owned Ocean Avenue in front of the 
Funtown Pier property. He noted the cut outs removed municipal street parking and are not on the 
approved site plan. Summons were issued by our code officer. The owner also designated ‘pick up’ 
parking that is designated kiosk parking. Chief Larkin commented Seaside Park does not issue 
designated business parking and requested we amend our ordinance to include 15 minute parking. 

The following Council committee reports and announcements were given. 

Mr. DeMichele reported new handicap beach panels were installed at F Street beach. He invited 
everyone to the grand opening ceremony next Friday, August 18th at 10 am. Mr. DeMichele also 
reported summer programs are going well and this year’s beach revenue is catching up to 2016. 

Mr. Amabile handed out a list of ‘abandoned’ properties in Seaside Park that he received from our 
code office. He also reported two local AIRBNB’s acquired their rental permits for this season. He 
noted that Seaside Park does not recognize ‘length of stay’ in our rental regulations. Mr. DeMichele 
hopes to meet with our local realtors to begin a dialogue on rentals in Seaside Park.  
 
Ms. Coleman met with Berkeley Township administrator along with Ms. Liguori and Mayor 
Matthies regarding their annual contribution to Tri-Boro First Aid Squad. Berkeley is planning to 
donate equipment valued at $13,000. Ms. Coleman also asked Berkeley to increase their annual 
contribution of $12,500. Ms. Liguori reported their discussion also included the use of our recycling 
center and how Seaside Park’s cost continues to increase. Our Public Works provided a two-week 
study and Berkeley used approximately 32% of the recycling center which taxes our manpower and 
equipment. Mr. Camera feels a shared agreement can be worked out.  

Ms. Liguori reported we have received our annual municipal alliance grant. Ms. Liguori also 
reported the HMGP continues to move forward and hopes to partner with Save Barnegat Bay 
Organization and to provide a more formal update soon. Ms. Liguori also reported her committee is 
currently reviewing the Personnel Policy. 

Dr. McHugh met with our Water Superintendent and engineer who reported we continue to seek 
release of the Well #10 property from NJDEP’s ROSI list. Our engineer also reported our firm the 
State is impressed with our continued efforts and the ban on new construction has been lifted as our 
firm capacity continues to improve. Also the Well #7 closure may clear sediment from Well #10 and 
nullify the need for a new filtration plant. We also received word that Seaside Park has been 
awarded a $200,000 grant to replace the old generator for Well 10. The water tower repainting 
project is finished and as soon as the cell antennas are replaced the monopole will be removed. The 
Phase II contractor has been notified there continues to be pavement issues that need to be resolved. 
We hope to get pricing to continue our east side leak detection program for fall.  

Mr. Tierney reported over this nine year period from 2009 to 2017, taxes have increased the 
municipal tax (that we control) from 43 cents to 50.8 cents for a total of 7.8 cents. From 2009 to 
2013 Seaside Park had no tax increase due to a reduction in our workforce. 2014 saw a two-cent 
increase, no increase in 2015, 2016 had a three-cent increase, and 2017 a 2.8 cent increase. The 
increases in 2014, 2015, 2016, and 2017 were due in part to the effects from Super Storm Sandy in 
order to pay for our share of damages incurred. The State gave us a $2.5 million dollar loan and we 
were unsure how much of the loan was to be paid back. So taxes were increased over a period of 
time rather than a one-time larger increase. We just received word FEMA has approved forgiveness 
of our $2.5 million dollar Community Disaster Loan (CDL). The 2017 municipal tax increase is 2.8 
cents, regional school taxes increased to 6.4 cents for a total tax increase of 9.2 cents.    

Mayor Matthies reported the bathhouse restroom facilities will remain open through September for 
the convenience of our visitors and beachgoers. Mayor Matthies also noted the State is testing the of 
our three pump stations bay shore waters and inquired whether the Health Department is performing 
their annual testing of our bay beach waters.   

The Council reviewed and approved the following “Use of Boro Facilities” requests.  

a. Request to use borough facilities from S. Kiziukiewicz for block party on Seventh Avenue 
(between South Ocean and Central Avenues) on Saturday, August 19th, from 6 pm to 10:30 
pm. 

b. Request to use borough facilities for wedding on the 7th Avenue ocean beach on Saturday, 
October 28th from 2 pm (set-up) to 4 pm. 

c.    Request to use borough facilities for The Ocean County Christian Academy for a walkathon 
along boardwalk and use of lot #3 on Saturday, October 14th, from 8 am to noon.  

d.   Request to use borough facilities from Tanner Edwards Run on Sunday, October 1st from 7 
am to 11 am. 
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e.    Request to use borough facilities from the Ocean County St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
Committee for a ‘pipe band competition & festival’ at the J Street Marina lawn on Saturday, 
September 30th from 8 am to 8 pm. 

f.    Request to use borough facilities from Community Options for the annual Cupid’s Chase 

Seaside 5k for individuals with developmental disabilities on Saturday, February 10th, 2018 
from 8 am to noon. 

Mayor Matthies asked for any public comments on work session items discussed. 

Public Comments. 

Pat DeGutis, Stockton Avenue, commented on discussion to amend the boat/trailer ordinance that 
campers and construction vehicles should be included. Chief Larkin noted it is specific to a trailer 
attached to a vehicle. Mr. Zabarsky also noted semi-tractor trailers are already included.  

Denise Koury, representing the Seaside Park Beautification Committee, presented Mayor Matthies 
and Borough Council Members a $2,000 donation as the final installment on the renovation project 
of the memorial base at the police department lawn. Ms. Koury also thanked the governing body for 
their continued support over the years and to relieve the committee of the expense for the annual 
maintenance of the 911 memorial clock.  

Marty Wilk, D Street, inquired why public handicap parking spaces that are not listed under our 
code book. Council asked Mr. Zabarsky to look into it.  

Mayor Matthies closed the public comment portion. 

Council recessed at 9:30 pm. 
Council reconvened at 9:34 pm. 
 

On a motion by Ms. Liguori, seconded by Ms. Coleman, the minutes of the Work Session: July 13, 
2017, and Regular Meeting of: July 27, 2017, were approved, by the following vote:  
For:  Dr. McHugh, Ms. Coleman, Ms. Liguori, Mr. Amabile, Mr. DeMichele. 

Abstain: Mr. Tierney. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Resolution No. 2017-227: ENTITLED: RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF SEASIDE 
PARK, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY APPROVING BILL LIST FOR THE PERIOD 
JULY 28, 2017 THRU AUGUST 10, 2017.  
Motion for approval made by Dr. McHugh, seconded by Ms. Coleman. 
For:  Dr. McHugh, Mr. Tierney, Ms. Coleman, Ms. Liguori, Mr. Amabile, Mr. DeMichele. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Motion to table from the consent agenda 7C “amending the salaries for DPW seasonal employees” until the 
CFO confirms there is funding in the budget for the increases, was made by Ms. Coleman, seconded by Dr. 
McHugh. 
For:  Dr. McHugh, Ms. Coleman, Ms. Liguori, Mr. Amabile, Mr. DeMichele. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Council took formal action on the following requests for resolutions:  

Resolution No. 2017-228: ENTITLED: RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF SEASIDE 

PARK, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY APPOINTING BEACH PATROL 
SEASONAL EMPLOYEES FOR 2017. 

Resolution No. 2017-229: ENTITLED: RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF SEASIDE 

PARK, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY APPOINTING BEACH CONTROL 
SEASONAL EMPLOYEES FOR 2017. 

Resolution No. 2017-230: ENTITLED: RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF SEASIDE 

PARK, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY APPROVING CONTRACT CHANGE 
ORDER NO. 1 TO THE CONTRACT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF SEASIDE PARK AND 
UNI-TECH DRILLING COMPANY, FOR THE WELL NO. 7 DECOMMISSION PROJECT. 

Resolution No. 2017-231: ENTITLED: RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF SEASIDE 

PARK, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE RETURN OF THE 
DEPOSIT FOR A BEACH FIRE PERMIT APPLICATION #2017-02. 

Resolution No. 2017-232: ENTITLED: RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF SEASIDE 

PARK, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF SURPLUS 
PROPERTY NO LONGER NEEDED FOR PUBLIC USE ON AN ON-LINE AUCTION WEBSITE. 
 

Resolution No. 2017-233: ENTITLED: RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF SEASIDE 

PARK, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY DESIGNATING SANDRA RICE AS 
CERTIFYING OFFICER AND ROBERT MARTUCCI AS SUPERVISOR OF THE CERTIFYING 
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OFFICER FOR THE NEW JERSEY DIVISION OF PENSION FUNDS FOR THE STATE-
ADMINISTERED RETIREMENT SYSTEMS. 

No Public Comments were offered. 
Motion for approval made by Ms. Coleman, seconded by Dr. McHugh. 
For:  Dr. McHugh, Mr. Tierney, Ms. Coleman, Ms. Liguori, Mr. Amabile, Mr. DeMichele. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Public Comments. 

Linda Atwell, L Street, commented there is a large object in the water at L Street. Mr. Tierney 
explained DPW and Beach Patrol removed a lobster cage from the water today. 
 
Mayor Matthies closed the public comment portion. 

Adjournment. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:39 p.m. by unanimous vote of the 
Council. 
             

 

Karen Barna, Borough Clerk 

Approved: August 24, 2017    

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

        
          
                                                                                          
 


